
An Energy Efficiency Case Study:
Amelia’s Grocery Outlet

Lighting the Way
to Energy Savings

The Story
Amelia’s Grocery Outlet project was a new store 
opening, occupying 21,000 square feet of existing 
space in York, PA.  A previous tenant had left an old 
ine�cient lighting system in place, so Amelia’s 
along with their lighting contractor, PowerDown 
Lighting Systems, replaced the ninety-nine old T12 
�xtures with custom-designed single lamp T8 
�xtures in the o�ces, rest rooms, loading docks, 
and storage areas.

While the new lights brighten the store substan-
tially, the �nancials are really the head-turning 
point. The new lighting plan saves Amelia’s 270,000 
kilowatt hours (kWh) of energy annually, which 
equates to approximately $27,000 per year at 
current energy rates. Better still, the Non-Standard 
Lighting for Business Program helped o�set the 
cost of the new equipment and brought the 
project's payback down to under one year.

Amelia's is committed to being environmentally 
responsible in its energy use and recycling prac-
tices.  The grocery store provides shoppers with 
signi�cant savings on their grocery store purchases, 
and with the new operating e�ciencies, Amelia's 
delivers even more savings.  With the incentive 
program, not only does Amelia's bene�t, but the 
grocery store customers and the greater commu-
nity do too.

   Our experience with the program was 
easy to follow and communications 
were smooth.  Energy 
efficiency delivers 
significantly reduced 
costs, not only in energy 
usage but in labor and 
maintenance costs. These 
savings will go on for 
years to come. - Jeffrey Good,

COO ”

“

Met-Ed • Penelec • Penn Power

Location    York, PA
 
Facility Type    Grocery
 
Investment    $36,547

Technologies     Single lamp T8 “UltraMarket™” 
    fixtures
  
System Life     T-8’s last 20,000-24,000 hours

Payback Period    Reduced from 1.4 years to 
    5 months with the program
 
 Annual Energy Savings:

$27,000 per year
at current energy rates based on

a 270,000 kwh annual energy reduction
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How Efficient is Your 
Lighting?
Look to see which lamp diameter (the end of the 
tube) your lamp matches. If your lamp is as thick 
as the T12 lamb (1.5 inch diameter), you should 
consider upgrading to high efficiency lighting.  

Get cash with energy efficiency!  Met-Ed, Penelec and Penn Power, FirstEnergy’s Pennsylvania utilities 
(FirstEnergy), offer a variety of cash incentives to encourage commercial and industrial customers to 
install high-efficiency equipment, such as lighting, motors and drives, HVAC and specialty equipment.  
High efficiency equipment can help you save thousands of dollars, month after month, through lower   
electricity bills.  
Incentives are on a first-come first-serve basis.  Only eligible* commercial and industrial retail-service 
customers of FirstEnergy’s Pennsylvania utilities may receive incentives.  

*For a list of all Non-Eligible customers, please refer to this link: http://www.energysavepa-business.com/forms/Ineligible-Rate-Codes_061911.pdf

Visit us at: www.energysavePA.com
Or email us at energysavePA@saic.com 

Find out how you can save money and energy today!

Cash Back Incentive Programs
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Quick Equipment Facts
• T12s and T8s are types of �uorescent lamps  
 that are predominantly used in business   
 applications.

• The “T” signi�es the tubular shape of the   
 lamp. The number after the “T” is the 
 diameter size of the lamp, measured in 1/8  
 inch increments.  Therefore a T8 is 1” in   
 diameter.

• T8 lamps can provide signi�cantly higher  
 energy savings and light output levels 
 than T12s.

• T8 lamps have replaced T12s as the standard  
 �uorescent lamp for commercial lighting, as  
 well as some industrial lighting.  
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